During the past few years, several laboratories reported that actinomycin D blocked the antiviral activity of interferon (E. Heller, Virology 21:652, 1963 ; J. Taylor, Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 14:447, 1964 The methods for preparing chick embryo fibroblast cultures and interferon have been described by M. Ho and M. K. Breinig (J. Immunol. 89:177, 1962 The lower degree of anti-interferon activity of 6-AU and 5-FU, compared to that of actinomycin D, can be explained by their modes of action. Since 5-FU causes miscoding during protein synthesis, the frequency of abnormal translation of messenger RNA should determine drug activity. It is also possible that all miscodings do not lead to a nonfunctional protein. 6-AU is a reversible
